
KENTUCKY DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 
 

STAFF NOTE 
 
Action/Discussion Item:   
 
Consideration of declaring Rogers Hall on the Kentucky School for the Deaf (KSD) campus as 
surplus   
 
Applicable Statute or Regulation: 
 
KRS 167.015 
 
Action Question: 
 
Should the Kentucky Board of Education approve the designation of Rogers Hall at the Kentucky 
School for the Deaf as surplus property? 
 
History/Background: 
 
Existing Policy.  At its August 2006 meeting, the Kentucky Board of Education (KBE) approved 
two ½ acre parcels at KSD to be declared as surplus property. One was at the corner of Second and 
Fackler Streets and the other was adjacent to the corner of Second and Jacobs Streets shown on 
Attachment 1 respectively as Parcels A and B.  The Kentucky Department of Education (KDE) has 
continued to work with the Commonwealth’s Finance and Administration Cabinet to finish the 
surplus property process.  Initial work in this process included title searches, surveys and appraisals 
for each property.  A clear title has yet to be established for Parcel A.  Parcel B was combined with 
Parcel D, but initial efforts by the Finance Cabinet to sell them to a unit of local government has 
been unsuccessful. 
 
In June 2007, the KBE also decided to surplus two buildings, Bruce Hall and Barbee Hall along with 
related real estate (approximately 2.5 acres) to be sold to the Danville Independent School District 
and shown on Attachment 1 as Parcel C.  Negotiations between the Finance and Administration 
Cabinet and the Danville Independent Schools could not be completed and current lease 
arrangements for those buildings are being modified to extend the leases with the Danville 
Independent and Boyle County School Districts through June 30, 2011. Through that time, both 
systems will be expected to reimburse KSD for utility expenses.  
 
At the February 2009 meeting, the KBE approved three additional surplus matters: 

• Razing Old Lee Hall (shown on Attachment 1) 
• Sale of the engineer’s residence shown on Attachment 1 as Parcel D 
• Sale of approximately 40 acres bounded by Stanford Road, Danville Schools’ athletic fields 

and the City of Danville maintenance garage shown as Parcel E.  Negotiations by the Finance 
and Administration Cabinet are currently in progress with a unit of local government for a 
portion of Parcel E 

 



The razing of Old Lee Hall is approximately 95 % complete. 
 
At this time, KDE staff is requesting approval to raze one additional building, Rogers Hall, which 
has been out of service since 2002 and is shown on Attachments 1 and 2 adjacent to Old Lee Hall.  
KSD’s Rogers Hall was built in 1925 and served as the main gymnasium for the school until 
Thomas Gymnasium was built in 1975.  Rogers Hall is a two-story brick building with a basement 
level.  It was renovated once in 1974, which changed the layout and utilization of the main and 
second floor.  The basement was renovated in 1982.  The building was determined by the KDE and 
KBE to be non-functional/operational around 2002 and has not been used by the school since.  The 
building has been used sporadically by the local Emergency Medical Services and local law 
enforcement agencies for training purposes. 
 
In January 2010, a pipe on the upper floor broke that supplied water to the fire sprinkler system.  The 
water break caused damage on all three levels of the building.  The damage impacted the ceilings 
and flooring.  At this time the fire sprinkler system is disabled and repairs have not been made.  
Additionally, there are structural issues that have been in existence for some time with respect to 
cracks in exterior walls. 
 
Staff Recommendations and Rationale: 
 
Due to the building’s deteriorated condition, its present situation concerning fire safety being 
compromised and the fact that the building is not in the future plan for the school, it is recommended 
to declare it surplus to the needs of the school so that it can be razed.  In order to operate KSD in the 
most efficient manner and to be fiscally responsible, fewer buildings and less acreage are needed.  It 
is necessary for the KBE to declare property surplus so the Finance and Administration Cabinet can 
begin the process for sale.   
 
Impact on Getting to Proficiency: 
 
Any sale or lease of property at KSD will be used for instructional purposes to continue the process 
of closing the achievement gaps for students who are deaf or hard of hearing. 
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